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Classing and leading to her work as a cotton 
merchant. She later practiced law in Man-
ning and served as a trial attorney with the 
Civil Division of the United States Depart-
ment of Justice in Washington, DC. 

Judge Mason was elected to the South 
Carolina Senate in 1966 representing 
Clarendon and Sumter Counties. She was the 
second woman to serve in the South Carolina 
Senate, and on February 22, 1967, she was 
called to preside over a session of the Senate 
becoming the first woman to preside in that 
body. 

In 1960, she served as a delegate to the 
Democratic National Convention in Los An-
geles and attended the Democratic National 
Convention in Atlantic City in 1968. 

She served the Clarendon County Demo-
cratic Party as a party precinct secretary for 
more than a decade. 

In 1971, she was appointed as a Federal Ad-
ministrative Law Judge for the Social Secu-
rity Administration’s Office of Disability 
Adjudication and Review. 

During her tenure, she was the first Ad-
ministrative Law Judge to sit on the Appeals 
Council as an Acting Member of the Council, 
and she served as Hearing Office Chief Ad-
ministrative Law Judge for 17 years. 

A proud South Carolinian she has served 
her state and community in numerous volun-
teer positions, including the Board of Trust-
ees of Clarendon Memorial Hospital for 16 
years, the South Carolina State Mother of 
the Year Search Committee, the Alumni 
Council of the University of South Carolina 
Alumni Association, and the American Red 
Cross as an Area Director for Clarendon 
County. She was a member of Summerton 
Baptist Church, the Daughters of the Amer-
ican Revolution, several garden clubs, and 
Alpha Delta Pi sorority. 

A member of the American Legion Auxil-
iary for over 60 years, she worked with Pal-
metto Girls State, serving as director for 
more than ten years and as a counselor, com-
mittee member, or legislative leader for 
more than 40 years. 

In her professional life, Judge Mason was a 
member of the South Carolina Bar Associa-
tion, the Richland County Bar Association, 
the American Bar Association, and the Fed-
eral Executive Council. 

In 2008 in recognition of her distinguished 
career as a public servant and community 
leader, Judge Mason was awarded the Order 
of the Palmetto by Governor Mark Sanford. 

Active in sports and recreational activities 
throughout her life, Judge Mason loved the 
outdoors and enjoyed spending time on Lake 
Marion. At the age of 79, she decided she 
could no longer continue to water ski, so she 
learned to drive a jet ski. 

She is survived by loving and devoted 
nieces, MaryAnne Grayson Moore and her 
husband Nebraska Edward Moore, II, of 
Summerton and Cora Gene ‘‘Cookie’’ Gray-
son Culbertson of Lawrenceville, Georgia; 
great nephews, Nebraska Edward Moore III 
and his wife Stephanie Faltus Moore of Sum-
merville, Mason Palmer Bethea Moore and 
his wife Jodi Woods Moore of Belgrade, Mon-
tana, and James Fulton Grayson, IV and his 
wife Susan Walton Grayson of Grayson, 
Georgia; a great niece, Elisabeth Grayson 
Mills and her husband Alan Mills of Gaines-
ville, Georgia; and several great, great nieces 
and nephews. Judge Mason was preceded in 
death by her brother, James Fulton Grayson, 
Jr.; and her nephew, James Fulton Grayson, 
III. The family extends grateful appreciation 
and acknowledgment to caregivers Roberta, 
Tee, Willene and Maggie and to Southern 
Care of Florence, SC. 

Graveside services will be held on Sunday, 
May 6, 2012, at 3:00 p.m. at the Summerton 
Evergreen Cemetery with the Rev. Brent 
Hutsell and Rev. Bob Ashba officiating. Pall-

bearers are Thomas H. Gentry, Alton 
Truesdale, Nebraska Edward Moore III, 
James Fulton Grayson, IV, Eugene A. 
Failmezger and R.P. Felder, Jr. Following 
the services, the family will receive visitors 
at the home located at 1664 Jack Touchberry 
Road, Summerton. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made 
to Summerton Evergreen Cemetery, c/o 
Ellen Ardis, PO Box 366, Summerton, SC 
29148. Stephens Funeral Home & Crematory, 
304 N. Church St., Manning, is in charge of 
arrangements, (803) 435–2179. 
www.stephensfuneralhome.org. Visit our 
guestbook at www.legacy.com/obituaries/ 
charleston. 
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HONORING FR. THOMAS BERNAS 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 18, 2012 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Fr. Thomas Bernas, Pastor of St. 
Richard Catholic Church in Chicago, Illinois, 
for his 15 years of dedicated service to the 
parish. 

Born in 1958 in Evergreen Park, Illinois, Fr. 
Tom has spent his life in service to the local 
community. Attending St. Pancratius Grammar 
School and then Quigley Preparatory Semi-
nary South, Fr. Tom started his Catholic edu-
cation at an early age. Graduating from high 
school in 1976, he enrolled at the Loyola Uni-
versity of Chicago, completing his degree at 
the university in 1980. 

Fr. Tom entered seminary in 1989 at the St. 
Mary of the Lake Seminary in Mundelein, Illi-
nois. Ordained in 1994 at Holy Name Cathe-
dral, seat of the Archdiocese of Chicago, by 
Cardinal Bernardin, Fr. Tom was assigned to 
St. Richard Catholic Church in 1997 as an ad-
ministrator; his conscientious and tireless work 
for the parish resulted in his appointment as 
pastor in 1999. 

Throughout his 13 year tenure as pastor, Fr. 
Tom devoted his time and energy to improving 
the community of St. Richard Catholic Church 
and the surrounding area. Through prudent fi-
nancial practice, he overhauled the parish’s fi-
nances, paying off its debt and keeping it 
debt-free. Upon becoming pastor of St. Rich-
ard’s, Fr. Tom completed several renovation 
projects initiated by his predecessor that in-
cluded re-painting the church, replacing the 
organ, and installing an elevator to facilitate 
handicapped access. He also oversaw the 
construction of the St. Richard Parish Center 
that now houses all parish offices and a gym-
nasium used by the St. Richard Grammar 
School children as well as many community 
groups. Additionally, he supervised a complete 
renovation of the priest’s residence and further 
transformed the health of the church with a re-
cent building renovation and floor plan recon-
figuration to enrich the spiritual experience of 
all worshippers. 

Fr. Tom has continued to engage in all as-
pects of community life far beyond his ex-
pected duties. Each year he has hosted the 
Archer Heights Civic Association Halloween 
Party for community children in the church hall 
and an annual blessing of Chicago firefghters, 
paramedics, and police officers. 

Through a diligent and caring approach, Fr. 
Thomas Bernas has transformed the fortunes 
of St. Richard Catholic Church and touched 

the lives of many members of the local com-
munity. Please join me in celebrating the ac-
complishments of Fr. Tom, a model citizen 
and an inspiration to us all. I thank him for his 
service and wish him the best as he starts his 
new assignment at St. Rene Goupil Parish. 
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COMMENDING A MAJOR ADVANCE-
MENT IN THE FIGHT AGAINST 
HIV/AIDS 

HON. CHARLES W. DENT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, May 18, 2012 

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to ad-
vise my colleagues of an important decision 
issued earlier this week by the Food and Drug 
Administration’s (FDA) Blood Products Advi-
sory Committee (BPAC) that will revolutionize 
HIV testing and the fight against AIDS. The 
17-member advisory panel unanimously rec-
ommended approval of the first over-the- 
counter HIV test. The OraQuick In-Home HIV 
test detects the presence of HIV antibodies in 
roughly 20 minutes after a simple oral swab. 

OraSure Technologies, a company in my 
congressional district, has been at the fore-
front of HIV/AIDS diagnostics for over a dec-
ade. If the FDA follows the recommendation of 
the advisory panel and approves OraSure’s In- 
Home HIV test, it will be the first oral fluid 
rapid test made commercially available over- 
the-counter. 

BPAC’s decision represents a significant 
milestone in the nation’s fight against the HIV/ 
AIDS epidemic. Disease status awareness en-
ables individuals to protect their health and the 
health of others. Over-the-counter testing will 
provide an option for individuals to get tested 
in the privacy of their own home and impor-
tantly, is expected to reach traditionally under-
served communities. According to an FDA 
analysis, the OraQuick test is predicted to lead 
to 45,000 new positive HIV/AIDS diagnoses 
and avert more than 4,000 HIV transmissions 
within the first year of deployment. 

Nearly 50,000 Americans become infected 
with HIV each year and some 240,000 are un-
aware of their status. The availability of an 
over-the-counter test will lead to greater test-
ing, increased diagnoses, reduced trans-
missions, earlier treatment and saved lives. 

It is my honor to commend OraSure in lead-
ing the way in transforming diagnostic testing 
through innovative new technologies, and I am 
proud of the company’s dedication and ac-
complishments in making HIV/AIDS testing 
more accessible. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF DR. 
ALFREDO GUTIERREZ JR. 

HON. FRANCISCO ‘‘QUICO’’ CANSECO 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, May 18, 2012 

Mr. CANSECO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Dr. Alfredo Gutierrez Jr. Dr. 
Gutierrez was a beloved and trusted doctor 
and dedicated former mayor of Del Rio, 
Texas. On April 24, 2012, at the age of 80, Dr. 
Gutierrez passed away from heart failure. He 
is survived by his wife of 56 years, Olga Her-
nandez Gutierrez, seven children, seventeen 
grandchildren, and five great-grandchildren. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 06:08 May 19, 2012 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00010 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A18MY8.021 E18MYPT1jb
el

l o
n 

D
S

K
7S

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-01T10:13:27-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




